








Our Services are based on the common Worship 
and Book of Common Prayer, with seasonal 
variations. Services are split over the churches.

The Choir was encouraged by the last vicar 
and hope to continue. A Benefice magazine is 
produced & distributed monthly.  

St Bartholomew’s, Longnor

Our Parish Church was built around 
the 1780s. In the last few years the 
roof has been replaced, the  windows repaired and 
the tower clock was professionally restored to its 
former glory. 

We have a variety of services throughout the year. A special service 
being with the Royal Marines held in July to commemorate the life of 
an old soldier, William Billinge, who lived to be 113 and is buried in the 
churchyard. Another special time is Wakes Sunday and the blessing of the 
well on the first Sunday of September. There are refreshments after each 
service. Congregations at our regular weekly services tend to be on the low 
side.

Church activities held throughout the year – Christmas 
Fete, Cheese & wine music night, Harvest festival 
and sale, Flower festival held annually, Coffee & chat 
monthly, Messy Church, Rogation walk.

St Paul’s, Newtown

This was the first daughter church to be built. It 
was erected by Sir George Crewe in 1837 and 
first licensed in1838. It is situated at the head of 
the valley with view to Reapsmoor, Sheen and 
Hartington. 

It serves a scattered community of farms and 
private dwellings covering a wide area. A major 

restoration, authorised by Sir Vauncey Harpur-Crewe, took place in 1890. 

Services are held twice a month, Morning Prayer, evening Prayer and Holy 
Communion and also some special services. A short midweek service is 
held each Thursday morning with a coffee and a chat afterwards.

St John’s, Reapsmoor

Reapsmoor Church is the smallest Church in the area with seating for 
around 55 people. We have our regular organist who has served us for 
the past 47 years. Despite the lack of a school and shop we have a good 
community and social spirit and on special occasions people rally round to 
help in any way possible. 

The building is owned by the Peak District 
National Park Authority. 

The church is split over 2 levels. Upstairs 
is the church and downstairs is the old 
schoolroom which now serves a venue for 
local events, and for Christmas and Harvest 
Suppers.

Our Churches
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St Paul’s, Quarnford

St. Paul’s Church, Quarnford is in the 
village of Flash, the highest village in 
Great Britain at 1518 feet above sea level. 
The climate can be harsh in this high 
moorland parish, with small farms and 
smallholdings set in the most stunning 
and spectacular scenery, within the Peak 
District National Park.

The Parish Church is Grade ll listed.  The original building was dated 
1744, and re-built in 1901. It has been 
well maintained, and the Parish Share is 
paid in full each year.

There is a small, regular congregation, 
but special events are well attended. 

These include the annual Rose 
Queen Festival, well dressing, the 
commemoration of the Flash Loyal Union 
Society (affectionately known as “The 
Teapot Club”), and the Flower Festival.

The village of Flash has a pub, a general stores, a village hall, a post 
office and a riding stables, there is also a 
further pub one mile outside the village. 

St Luke’s, Sheen
The village of Sheen is situated to the east of the Benefice, 
with around 40 houses in the village and another 50 
scattered around the parish.  It has a population of around 
230 people. It has a good community spirit where people 
help each other and participate in village projects to achieve 
a nice village atmosphere.  At the southern end of the village 
is a factory called Altrad Belle which manufactures concrete mixers and 
light construction equipment.  The firm employs around 200 
people from the local area, a few of them from the village of 
Sheen. There are 2 Public Houses both selling meals and 
one has accommodation, there is also a Y.H.A bunk barn that 
sleeps 14.
The school was closed in 1981 and now the children travel to 
Warslow from the age of 5 -9 and Leek from 9-16.  

The school was then converted into the village hall which is regularly used 
for a variety of activities, such as whist drives, children’s birthday parties, 
funeral teas, craft and chat and the Post Office on a Tuesday morning. 
Craft and Chat meetings are very popular, this is where an altar kneeler 
and some cushions were made for the Church.  An annual flower festival 
is held to benefit church funds, Sunday lunches, Meat and 
Potato Pie suppers and Messy Church, Lent Lunch, Benefice 
Harvest Supper and Wakes Week celebrations

In 1852, St Luke’s church was rebuilt by architect and 
designer William Butterfield.  The church will seat approximately 150 
people and is in good repair. It has six bells that are rung each week 
either on a Sunday or bell practice on a Monday evening by a team of bell 
ringers from the village. The church has nice stained glass windows and 
an oak carved wood screen leading to a fine reredos made 
of alabaster and local marble.  Suspended from the chancel 
arch is an imposing cross of glory approximately eight feet 
tall and beautifully decorated.  The church clock has been 
restored and converted to an automated winding system.
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We are looking for a Vicar who will join with us to:

• Attract young people into our churches 
whether it be by “Messy Churches”, Fresh 
Expressions or in other ways. 

• Use the benefice’s assets i.e. buildings, 
churches, people, cash, local knowledge, to 

provide help, friendship and activities to people of any age.

• Increase congregation numbers to our regular services.

• Develop our music and encourage people to join the benefice choir. 

• Support each parish in benefice activities whether it be social or 
church related with the aim to be a united church. 

Our new Vicar will be:-

• Committed to rural ministry, 

• Approachable, friendly, flexible and inspiring. 

• Willing to take an active part and be involved in the community, 
including visiting the sick, elderly and bereaved

• Supportive of our musical traditions 
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The vicarage is situated within the village of Longnor and was built 26 years ago. It is a modern spacious, well maintained home standing in 
it own large grounds. It consists of an entrance hall, large sunny study,  drawing room with a wood burning stove, dining room, kitchen and 
utility room.

On the second floor there are four bedrooms and a family bathroom. The house has oil central heating, and is connected to the main 
sewage. It has a garage and ample parking spaces. The front of the house faces south with spectacular uninterrupted views over the 
Manifold valley. The house is not overlooked in anyway.

The Vicarage
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We hold many fund raising events in the our 
churches:-

• Flower festival in summer.

• Wakes week service with gift aid day in 
September.

• Harvest Festival and Harvest Festival Auction.

• Christmas Fete.

Fund Raising & Special Events
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Thank you for reading our Parish Profile
If you would like some more general information about this post, please send an email 

to a member of the PCC of Longnor parish at  noeleen@noeleen11.plus.com.
The Benefice is currently suspended. Consideration will be given to the lifting of the suspension in due course with the aspiration of the new full time 
Vicar. The new  Vicar will be provided with a house and associated benefits. You are invited to use the standard Church of England application form 

which may be downloaded at https://www.churchofengland.org/media/2288914/aplication-form.doc

Location Map
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Longnor is situated on the B5053 main road from 
Cheadle to Buxton, about 6 miles (10 km) south of 
Buxton. It is at a cross roads with routes to Leek and 
Macclesfield to the west, and Bakewell to the east.


